xv'                                                                                             Foreword

At this writing, work is under way on these and other elements that will be
integrated into our report.

It was evident, however, that one aspect of the carbon dioxide issue
merited early attention. The influence of higher levels of atmospheric carbon
dioxide on climate was assessed in 1979 by a panel chaired by the late Jule
G. Charney. Since then, much work has been done, and some questions
have been raised. An updated assessment of the relationship between carbon
dioxide and climate was clearly in order, and Joseph Smagorinsky, Director
of the Geophysical Fluid Dynamics Laboratory of the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration, was requested to lead a panel to address this
task. This is the panel's report. It will contribute to the assessment to be
prepared by the Carbon Dioxide Assessment Committee, but it also stands
in its own right as a significant addition to our understanding of this complex
and ^ worrisome issue. I believe that it should also serve as a continuing
reminder of the genius and wisdom of Jule G. Charney, who illuminated this
question as he did so many other problems of science and mankind.
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